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This weekend as we arrive at the blessing of the Epiphany, we mark the end of Christmastide 
and the Twelve Days of Christmas which began with the revelation of Christ to Israel in His birth 
and ended with the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles at the Epiphany. While the custom in the 
United States has long been to give gifts on Christmas Day, in Italy and other Mediterranean 
countries, Christians often exchange gifts on the Epiphany—the day on which the Wise Men 
brought their gifts to the Christ Child.  
 
So in the spirit of gift giving, I proudly reflect on the many precious memories which took place 
during the previous month. Although our school calendar tends to be rather full during the 
holiday season, each and every event and program serves as direct testimony to the 
extraordinary community we have at SFdS. Allow me to share a few highlights that occurred 
during December that I have not previously mentioned in any of my previous articles: 

 Our “Pajamas for a Peaceful Night Sleep” project concluded with nearly 250 pairs of PJ’s 
being collected. SFdS was recognized for having the largest number collected for all of 
the schools in the area who had participated. Thank you to our 7th grade and Amy 
Gutierrez for their leadership of this donation project. 

 Our 7th grade played hosted a Jingle Bell Ball for the residents of the John B. Parson’s 
Assisted Living Home.   

 Our Pre-K through 3rd grade Christmas Program filled the SFdS church with singing, 
dancing and acting that all underscored the blessed story of the birth of Christ. Thank 
you to Cheryl Thompson for her direction of this event, and her trusty band of 
contributing volunteers. 

 The annual Santa Social Bazaar & Pancake Breakfast drew together all corners of our 
parish for a wonderful family event filled with the joy of Christmas. Thank you to Tiffany 
Nash for servicing a committee chair for this event.  

 Our 6th grade brought Christmas joy to the residents of Anchorage Nursing Care Center 
with our “Caroling with Care” event. 

 Our Winter Choir & Band concert offered a performance filled with joyful and faith-filled 
music. Thank you to our Choir Director, Mary-Tyler Upshaw, and our Band Director, 
Jonathan Tapman, for the thoughtful leadership they offer to these musical programs. 

 Our annual Geography Bee offered a scholarly challenge to a group of 10 students who 
had ascended from classroom champions to compete as the school champion. Thank you 
to Amy Gutierrez for organizing this event. 

 The annual Faculty vs. 8th grade volleyball match filled the parish center with “spikes”, 
“aces” and “digs” aimed at a friendly yet competitive battle for supremacy on the 
hardcourt. Thank you to Amanda Micciche for organizing this event. 

 Our “Let gLOVE Grow” Christmas tree project concluded with a collection total of 100 
pairs of gloves and mittens for the needy in our area. 

 
On the Feast of the Epiphany, may we see the many gifts that abound at SFdS and consider 
giving a gift to our children that will last a lifetime - the gift of a St. Francis education.   
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